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MINISTERIAL COUNCIL ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 

Statement by Minister for Police 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.14 am]: Last Friday I had the privilege of hosting the 
final round of meetings for the Ministerial Council on the Administration of Justice. As a member of the 
Ministerial Council for Police and Emergency Management — Police and the Ministerial Council for Police and 
Emergency Management — Emergency Management, it was my responsibility to advocate for and provide 
leadership in the interests of Western Australia. The meetings provided an opportunity for all delegates to 
network and discuss key issues such as firearms, Indigenous justice issues, organised crime and national disaster 
resilience. MCPEMP noted the update on the national response to combat organised crime, as well as the brief 
on the commonwealth’s serious and organised crime bills. 

It was also agreed that the MCPEMP senior officers group should consider the feasibility of an organised crime 
intelligence model and report back to ministers by early 2010. MCPEMP decided that its agenda priorities for 
2010 should include serious and organised crime, alcohol and public safety, child protection, child pornography 
and the Australian National Child Offender Register, road safety, counter-terrorism and Indigenous justice 
issues. MCPEMP also agreed that there was a critical need for all jurisdictions to enact model legislation relating 
to controlled operations and assumed identities, if they have not already done so, and to implement by 2011 
mutual recognition provisions in this legislation to enable police to tackle multi-jurisdictional crime though 
cross-border investigations. The work of the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General on the development of 
mutual recognition between all jurisdictions of assumed identities and controlled operations legislation will also 
be supported. MCPEMP decided to adopt a draft national action work plan to reduce bushfire arson in Australia, 
and supported in principle the development of proposed new offences and penalties for bushfire arson and arson 
causing death or serious harm. There was also agreement to establish a working group to develop a principles-
based model of best practice for policing youth crime and antisocial behaviour that can be adapted to 
jurisdictional circumstances.  

The ministerial council on emergency management endorsed a national disaster resilience framework, setting out 
clear principles to guide the efforts of the emergency management community. The council endorsed the 
national work plan to reduce bushfire arson in Australia, and I note the work of my colleague the Western 
Australian Attorney General, who is leading the nation with his laws. The council endorsed the climate change 
adaptation action plan and the national catastrophic natural disaster plan and noted that Western Australia was 
leader in the development of a telephone-based emergency warning system. The council also indicated its strong 
support for the introduction of SMS access to the emergency call service for those with speech and hearing 
impairments. 
 


